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As  Latin  America  has  "heccme  more  industrialised  and  living  standards  have 
Improved,  meat  supplies  for  export  have  declined  significantly,  iirg-entina, 
Uruguay  and  Itexico  are  n&w  the  only  exporters  of  much  importance. 

I"ieat  output  is  a'Hove  prewar  and  shows  promise  of  further  expansion. 
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i^ivestock  num-hers  ^.nd  meat-animul  production  have  increased  markedly  in 
ii£.tin  ^erica  tince  the  "beginning  of  l.orld  Uar  II,  ^ut  in  recent  years  there 
hus  "been  a  temporary  decline  in  slaughter  and  meat  production.     Increased  local 
demand  c^d  a  temporary  decline  in  meat  ©utput  have  resulted  in  a  sharp  drop  in 
meat  exports  and  have  focused  attention  on  the  need  for  livestock  impravement 
and  £,reater  meat  output. 

Cc;ttle  num"hers  in  Centred  ^jnerica  in  195^  v/ere  estimated  to  "he  a"bout  10 
percent  a"bave  the  average  e^f  1946-50  BJod  26  percent  a'hove  prewar.     In  oeuth 
^erica  numbers  in  195^  were  a'haut  11  percent  a'hove  the  postwar  average  and 
aTiout  33  percent  ab^ve  prewar,    For  Latin  -jnerica,  as  a  whele,  cattle  num'hers 
in  195^  were  11  percent  a>iGve  the  average  for  19^-50  and  31  percent  a'hove  the 
1936-40  average.    The  increase  has  "^een  gener&l,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
countries  like  Uruguay  and  Chile. 

iheep  num'hers  in  Latin  ^jaerica  have  increased  a'hout  as  much  as  cattle 
num'hers  since  prewar.    The  num'her  »f  sheep  on  farms  in  1954  was  estimated  to  "he 
6  percent  a'hove  the  average  for  1946-50  .and  26  percent  a'hove  prewar,  bheep 
num'hers  have  increased  materially  in  ''^•livia,  "Brazil,  Chile,  Cclom'hia  and 
Uruguay, 

Hog  num'hers  and  pork  production  h£.ve  also  increased  significantly,  Num'hers 
in  Latin  x^erica  in  1954  v/ere  an  estimated  18  percent  greater  than  the  average 
for  1946-50  and  almost  a  third  a'hove  prewar, 

-reduction  ef  all  meat  in  1953  in  the  principal  Latin  ^jnerican  countries 
wus  estimated  ta  'be  4  percent  'below  the  1946-50  average  'hut  18  a'hove  prewar. 
The  decline  in  preduction  from  the  1946-50  average  is  due  primarily  t©  the 
current  uptrend  in  livestock  num'hers.    Therefore  greater  production  may  'he 
expected  in  future  years  from  the  larger  num'her  of  animals  new  *n  hand. 

The  most  pronounced  change  in  the  livestock  industry  in  bouth  xi.merica  in 
recent  years  has  "been  the  iendency  far  meat  experts  t«  'hecome  smaller  and 
smaller.    For  example,  during  1953  net  exports  ef  all  meat  from  impsrtant  Latin 
^erican  csuntries  were  46  percent  "below  the  average  for  1946-50  and  53  percent 
"belew  prev/ar.    The  smaller  supplies  for  expert,  not  only  reflect  the  temporary 
reduction  in  meat  production,  as  livestock  num'hers  have  "heen  increasing,  "but 
are  also  due  t®  increased  home  consumption.    iiS  the  area  has  "hecome  mere  in- 
dustrialized the  demand  for  meat  has  risen,    Uruguay  and  ^^rgentina  are  new  the 
only  surplus  preducers  ef  meat  of  any  importance  and  many  countries  such  as 
Cclom'hia,  x'araguay,  and  "^razil,  fornerly  large  exporters.;  are  new  finding  it 
difficult  to  supply  enough  meat  from  local  prrductien  to  fill  the  expanding 
neeas  of  the  peox^le.    oouth  ^juerica  has  'heen  an  important  supplier  of  "beef  for 
deficit  areas  ♦f  the  world,  "^ut  it  appears  that  this  role  v/ill  "became  less 
importooit  in  the  future  and  a  few  years  hence,  importing  c©untries  ef  the  werld 
may  Icok  to  x-frica  as  a  new  source  for  "heef .    The' higher  standard  ef  living  en- 
joyed "bj^  the  oouth  ^-mericans  and  the  fact  that  the  human  papulation  is  increas- 
ing rapidly,  are  increasing  the  incentives  ef  ©htcinio^  incr&aecii  pi-odii^-ti«B 
from  livestock. 

Prepared  hy  Ort-verf       sins  and.  l'«.rotby  -Hl.od-^od, 
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xiivestock  ^jr^^duction  in  the  tropical  snd  semi-tropical  regions  of  Latin 
^anerica,  is  '"sn  the  threshold  of  a  potentially  large-scc-le  deYelc^pment  which  will 
help  in  the  deversif  ication  of  agriculture  and  make  the  countrieiS  less  dependent 
upon  the  sale  of  cash  crops,  such  as  coffee  and  crcoa„    These  nations  want  ts 
prevent  the  distress  which  results  when  prices  of  an  important  crop,  like  coffee, 
fall  cjad  to  cushion  the  economy  from  the  effects  of  ene~crop  farming.    They  alsc 
desire  to  improve  the  living  standards  of  the  local  people, 

Develapments  in  Cattle  ""reeding  and  Hus>iandry 

In  recent  years  there  has  "Heen  an  unusual  interest  in  the  impr "I'venent  of  the 
productivity  of  livestock  in  Central  and  oouth  i^merica,  particularly  in  the 
tropical  and  suIh- tropical  areas,     G-reater  production  is  "being  "broaght  alicut  "hy 
imports  of  superior  "breeding  stock,  encouragement  of  the  use  of  'better  "breeding 
stock  from  local  sources,  "better  feeding  and  "better  hus"»^andry  practices  in 
generals 

The  government  of  Ecuador  made  availa"^>le  during  1953,  a  special  fund  equiva- 
lent t©  over  2-g-  million  xjDerican  dollars  for  loans  to  livestock  producers  to 
finance  purchases  of  imported  cattle,  hogs,  goats,  and  sheep.    This  was  in 
addition  to  a  10  million  dollar  fund  made  availa"ble  for  investment  in  agriculture 
production,  animal  hus"bandry  and  industrial  develepment  ever  a  four-year  period. 
Loans  to  livestock  preducers  under  this  arrangement  can  "he  used  for  such  pur- 
poses as  construction  of  silos,  "barns  and  other  farm  structures,  for  irrigation 
works  and  scsil  conservation  projects „    The  g®vernment  has  not  "been  importing 
livestock  for  its  ©wn  account  for  resale  te  iDroducers. 

jJiiring  1954  Cesta_xtica  authorized  the  exToort  of  fat  "beef  cattle  which  had 
^een  "banned  for  a  nxnabev  of  years.     The  exD®rtation  cf  all  cattle  had  >een  pro- 
hibited from  June  1947  until  June  I954  so  that  Costa  Hica  cguld  become  self- 
sufficient  in  livestock  and  meat  production,    i^s  little  as  ?  years  ag®  the 
c»untry  had  to  import  20  percent  sf  its  annual  "beef  supply  in  the  form  of  young 
stocic  of  stacker  cattle  from  Nicaragua.    These  imports  ceased  in  I95I  and  n?»w 
with  increased  use  of  vaccines,  artificial  insemination,  and  imprsved  hus"handry, 
Costa  xtica  may  "become  a  net  exporter  of  "beef  cattle,,    The  small  country  has 
greatly  increased  its  production  of  cattle  in  recent  years.    The  entire  cattle 
p®pulatien  was  estimated  at  366,000  head  ^rior  t©  ;.©rld  Lar  II  hut  reached 
around  b85,000  head  in  I95I. 

Guatemy^    has  rem-?ved  import  duties  cn  "breeding  animals.     The  gevernment 
also  authorized  imports  of  feeder  and  stacker  cattle  from  central  i.merican 
countries  free  af  duty„     beginning  oeptem>ier  1,  I955  it  will  permit  the  exporta- 
tion ©f  cattle  (or  "beef  from  cattle  weighing  at  least  9OO  p'.^unds  live-weight), 
providing  the  meat  needs  of  the  csuntry  have  "been  satisfied. 

oince  the  end  of  l;orld  ;.ar  II  GKiatemala  has  imported  cattle  each  year  and 
has  never  exported  significant  nuin"hers.     The  largest  imports  cf  feeder  and 
slaughter  anim.,l  g  in  vecenh  3,^«vs  have  totaled  a"K®ut  40,000  head.     Imports  ©f 


pure>i'ed  cattle  during  193^  consisted  mostly  cf  Holsteins  and  5anta  Gertrudis, 
..ccoraiag  tc  a  census  in  1950  there  were  903,000  head  ®f  cattle  in  (Guatemala. 
I;  is  "believed  tuat  nuin>iers  now  are  su'hstantially  larger. 

A'he  uevelopinent  "Rank  af  Honduras  is  now  making  leans  tr  cattle  "t^reeders  ^ar 
80  jjerceut  of  tJie  value  of  the  "hreeding  stock  impcrted,  paya>>le  prior  to  the 
actuiul  date  of  importation.    Formerly  the  "bank  impcrted  stock  fcr  its  cv/n  account 
ana  sold  tnem  to  individual  Honduran  farmers,    breeds  of  cattle  impcrted  during 
x-ecent  j,ears  have  included  ^"herdeen-^^ngus,  Jersey,  and  "^r&wn  iwiss,  mostly  of 
Liie  latter  two  "hreeds. 

'I'he  i-iinistry  of  ^agriculture  of  Honduras  and  the  National  Development  ^ank 
continue  programs  designed  to  increase  and  deversify  agricultural  production  r nd 
tc  Tc-ise  tne  standards  of  living  cf  the  Hcnduran  farmer.    The  government  also  is 
continuing,  its  relatively  Icirge  road  >uilding  program  which  is  ©pening  up  im- 
jjortant  proaucing  areas  and  is  achieving  "hetter  distri>^ution  cf  agricultural 
prouucts. 

-^jmpnasis  on  dairy  "breeding  is  eirplained  "Hy  tne  government's  desire  to  reduce 
de_jendency  on  imp»<rted  dairy  preducts  which  now  amount  to  the  equivalent  cf  over 
U.u.  v5<JO,000  per  year.    The  National  Development  "^ank  has  ccmpleted  preliminary 
stuaies  wf  two  projects  designed  to  aid  in  overcoming  the  prc"blem  of  dairy  feed 
supplies.    One  study  envisages  the  construction  ef  csncentrated  milk  plants  at 
■xegucigalpa,  i^an  i^edro  i>ula  and  Choluteca.    The  Tegucigalpa  plant,  to  ^-c  financed 
jointlj,'  "bi,  the  "hank  and  private  capital,  has  now  gained  sufficient  capital  te 
place  an  order  for  machinery. 

xhe  -hank  alse  cympleted  studies  in  early  1953       the  feasi"hility  of  setting 
up  pasturizatiwn  and  dry  milk  plants  near  San  Pedro  bvila.    The  project  las  "^een 
appreved  in  principle  Tiy  dairymen  near  that  city  >>ut  they  have  requested  it  >e 
delc-yed  until  such  time  as  they  are  in  a  prsitien  tr  insure  an  adeouate  supply 
ef  milk  t«  keep  the  plant  in  steady  productign.    DairjTnen  are  "being  enc«*uraged  tw 
d®  more  supplemental  feeding  of  stsck  than  has  "^een  the  practice. 

Honduras  has  a  relatively  small  cutput  of  livestock  products.     It  is  estim- 
ated thcit  "beef  production  in  195^  was  ©nly  33  million  pounds  and  p^rk  production 
a>>9ut  7  million.    Honduras  is  a  surplus  preducer  of  cattle  "but  ns-rmally  importe 
t.8me  pork  products, 

I'he  cattle  inaustry  of  Jicaragua  offers  «ne  ©f  the  m®st  premising  fields 
for  tiie  expansion  ©f  agriculture  in  that  country.    Cattle  are  used  for  milk, 
-iec-t  o.nd  draft  purposes  vath  little  specialization  for  any  one  purpose.  In 
recent  yeax&  tnere  has  "been  considerable  interest  in  improving  the"  quality  of 
tne  natxve  livestock  through  the  introduction  ef  well  adapted  "Rrahman  and  Sc<nta 
afertrudis  cattle.    T^etter  producticn  methods  have  further  increased  the  pr«- 
auctivity  of  tne  industry. 

l-p  to  a  few  ^ears  ago,  at  least,  the  cattle  industry  of  Nicaragua  was 
considered  of  equal  importance  vvith  the  c«ffee  industry  in  the  internal  econem^' 
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»f  the  cruntrj.  "hecause  ef  its  wide  distribution  and  the  n\2in"Her  of  peaple  who 
directly,  or  inairectly,  derive  their  livelihned  frem  it,    h.  recently  completed 
livestock  census  showed  that  i\ficaragua  had  1,2  million  cattle.    ^Itheugh  earlier 
pop-ulcition  figures  have  not  "been  considered  accurate,  the  present  n\im>>er  may  >>e 
an  all-time  high.    The  country  has  aT^eut  one  head  ©f  cattle  per  persen. 

x'roduction  »f  hags  in  ijicaragua  is  relatively  small  aad  practically  all  the 
p«rk  produced  is  consumed  locally,     bheep  production  is  cn  a  very  linitnd  scale. 

The  iMicaraguan  livestock  industry  has  net  reached  the  point  where  exports 
have  assumed  much  pr«jiinence.    For  many  years  small  niam-hert;  ©f  cattle  ©n  the  hrof 
have  >ieen  exported,  principally  to  H&nduras  and  Costa  ^^ica.     In  some  recent  years 
small  snipments  of  >eef  have  gone  to  CuT^a  and  Venezuela  and  even  ta  the  United 
^itates.     omall  amounts  af  smoked,  salted  and  caated  meats  are  imported  regularly 
into  i'Jicaragua, 

_     _  Increased  imports  of  "hoth  dairy  and  "heef  cattle  ffer  -breeding  -by  Mexica 
inaicate  the  interest  in  livestock  improvement  there.     Imparts  of  dairy  cattle 
from  Oi^nada  have  increased  and  tstal  imports mr^.  riso  further/^  rapid  expc<nsion  in 
aairymg  in  i^iexico  is  expected  in  the  next  few  years.    Imports  of  dairy  cattle 
for  "breeding  from  all  conntries  during  I953  totaled  1,083  of  which  a>>out  85 
percent  were  from  the  United  states  and  15  Tjercent  from  Canada.    Mexican  imports 
of  "beef  cattle  for  T^reeding  during  I953  totaled  3,81^  head.    Practically  all  of 
the  -beef  cattle  were  o>^to.ined  in  the  United  states. 

Golom-bia  has  given  increased  attention  to  the  introduction  of  imported  live- 
stock,   i-ieasures  taken  during  the  past  year  to  expand  production  and  aid  in  im- 
proving the  quality  »f  local  st^ck"  include :     Increasing  the  amount  »f  credit 
available  to  the  livestock  industry  and  making  credit  terms  more  attractive; 
encouraging  the  importation  ©f  "breeding  stock  "by  providing  for  lang-term  leans 
up  t«  100  percent  of  the  value  and  by  tax  cencessions;  establishing  additional 
Departmental  Livestock  Credit  ^associations;  and  purcnasing  pure-.bred  animc.ls  for 
resale  to  colonists.    The  government  has  als©  considered  plans  for  the  large 
scale  importation  ©f  cemmercial  heifers  and  is  making  plans  t»  establish  a 
i^ational  Federation  of  Livestock  Producers,  with  sufficient  capital  and  authority 
U  make  a  substantial  contribution  to  the  development  of  the  industry. 

Tne  Ministry  of  ^agriculture  of  Venezuela  has  pxirchased  around  5,000  head 
ef  pedigreed  T^rahman  "bulls  from  the  southern  United  otates,  the  first  of  -olaxined 
shipments  of  that  number  each  year.    These  animals  will  be  turned  over  to  live- 
stock producers  in  Venezuela  at  cost.    The  government  is  offering  credit  to 
farmers  to  enceurage  purchases  of  the  improved  breeding  stock. 

Livestock  and  riea t  Marketing 

marketing  and  processing  facilities  for  livestock  and  meat  are  not  well 
developed  in  many  areas  of  Latin  x^iiierica  a^d  mejrketing  services  are  inefficient. 
'^niB  is  due  to  a  number  of  reasons;  the  lack  of  trc-nsportati«n  which  often 
3uvo3v«5a  long  •V01V.1  uT^i  iriii-  ©f  lire  enim^glp  to  slaughter  plants  and  large 
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cities;  the  lack  *f  refrigerated  eq^uipment,  especially  in  areas  af  smell  papuD.a- 
tion;  the  small  size  of  reti-il  esta>>lishnents  and  the  fact  that  much  €»f  the  meat 
is  St  Id  fresh  and  is  not  refrigerated,    "^ecause  a  large  amount  cf  the  slaughter 
is  aoae  in  l^cal  areas  "by  small  eperaters,  pQ«r  use  is  made  ©f  the  animal  "hy- 
proQucts,    x^rice  controls  ^n  meat  in  such  countries  as  Jirgentina,  "Brazil, 
Paraguay,  tnd  Cu>>a  tend  tc  discourage  increased  pr&ductian  of  liyestcck  and  the 
improvement  «f  the  local  stack. 

Increased  demand  for  meat  in  b»uth  x^merica,  without  a  csrresprnding  increase 
m  procLuction,  has  ■HroUi:ht  a>)out  a  number  of  changes  in  the  livestrck  and  meat 
industries  9f  the  particular  countries,    "^eef  supplies  in  "Brazil,  particularly 
m  tne  large  cities,  have  >.een  short  f®r  a  num-her  of  years.    During  1953  the 
government  supply  and  price  agency  shipped  >.eef  into  B.io  de  Janeiro  and  retailed 
It  at  cut-rate  prices  from  refrigerated  trucks.    These  supplies  came  largely  frsm 
southern  packers  and  supplementary  small  imp^»rts  fr®m  Uruguay,    The  "Brazilian 
gcvernment  permitted  foreign  shipping  firms  to  haul  meat  i^etv/een  the  ceastal  pcrts, 
T3Ut  T:eccuse  of  delays  and  difficulties  in  leading  and  unleading,  most  ship  lines 
aid  n»t  consider  this  trade  t©  "He  prefita^-le.     The  -basic  causes  of  the  meat 
shortages  have  "been  the  c^^^ntrtvlled  prices,  the  seasonality  of  livestock  slaughter, 
and  the  difficulty  in  trar.sp(jrting  livestock  from  producing  to  slaughter  areas 
and  meats  from  slaughter  plants  ta  the  large  urTian  centers. 

Cattle  growers  and  packers  in  southern  "Brazil  hope  that  they  mey  increase 
their  eicparts  *f  fr»zen  "beef  in  future  years.    C«ns\am^tifjn  sf  meat  in  ^razil  has 
remained  fairly  constant,  while  at  the  s.ame  time  farmers  have  increased  cattle 
numhers.    There  is,  however,  a  str-mg  attitude  against  experts  amang  consumers 
v/ho  recall  the  meat  shortage  fer  tne  past  few  years  and  'because  sf  the  ra^jid 
inaustrialization  af  the  country  which  is  increasing  the  demand  fs>r  meat/  The 
e2:p»rt  market  has  declined  su-bstantially  "because  of  C-svernment  restrictisns  cn 
slaughter  and  export  allocatiens  and  also  "because  currency  devaluation  in  &ther 
important  impc^rbing  nations  has  placed  Brazilian  export  packers  at  a  distinct 
disaavantage , 

T'h    1^^^  ^^^^  ®^         expert  market  has  -hreught  many  changes  in  southern  ^razil. 
ine  larger  expert  packers  lo)cated  in  Rio  Grande  de  Sul  have  "been  forced  U  expand 
their  Iftcal  >^usiness.    The  southern  packers  have  increased  production  ef  dried 
markeJtn!^         ^t""  7^^""  markets  in  the  nsrth.    They  are  at  a  disadvantage  in 
Thf         JT^?.^!''^  ''^'^^         ^         consumer  acceptance  in  the  domestic  market, 
natirr-        f^f  i^i^^^s  to  st«re,  transport  and  distri-hute  frozen  >.eef  is  a 
actxiicncii  problem, 

the  aJeL''ern\^??«^'''^^'^!^'       "'^^^''^  ^^'""^       establish  slaughter  plants  near 
the  s  aS!hte^  ?!  1  ""^^^  "^^^^^^  V-pr.ducts  fr«m 

W  tie  ?r!f ""^-'^  '^^^^  over-land  shipment  sr^railing  on 

n.oi  ,f  oattle  fr.m  pr«aucing  areas  to  slaughter  centers  and  url^an  markets! 

pr,aucers"^?\ivr^.>tf  "'V''""'       "^"'^  P^i^^^  -^<^-i-<i 

,     ucers  *f  l.ve  cattle  in  Venezuela  has  >.een  of  cnsiciera^ie  concern.    The  >.asic 
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Cc.Ufi.e        tne  ;;ide  ^jrice  tjpi     a  is  cne  of  maricetiiit;  ^iid  trt-nsportati®n..     Trf  ns- 
jjorti-tion  is  "being  impreved  v.-itn  the  construction  ©f  modern  highways  >ut  it  will 
taice  much  more  aevelspment  "before  city  consumers  can  "he  adeouately  served  -from 
surplus  producing  rural  areas,    kuch  of  the  "heef  consumed  in  the  city  at  Caracas 
is  flown  in  "hj/  air,     wore  efficiency  c©uld  "he  achieved  in  the  distri"hution  of  meat 
hy  the  intreduction  of  modem  packing  plants  and  the  "hetter  use  of  sleughter  "by- 
products which  are  not  nw  "being  effectively  utilized. 

xiow  cQUSumer  acceptance  for  frozen  "beef  and  a  lack  of  refrigeration  facil- 
ities in  the  Netherlands  west  Indies  are  resulting  in  higher  meat  prices  there  . na 
inefficiencies  in  mariceting.     Imported  cattle  supply  a  large  proportion  of  the 
beef  rei^uirements  af  the  Islands  of  Curacao  and  ^xru"ba,  the  most  important  <^f  tne 
i^etiaerlands  ^^ntilles  group.    The  native  population  is  net  accust.^med  ta  using  . 
frozen  meat  and  prefers  "beef  from  l©cal  slaughter.    Thus  the  islands  require  im- 
ports of  live  animals  fer  slaughter  while  meat  supplies  could  "be  more  easily 
tr...nsported  in  dressed  ferm. 

i^eru  experienced  meat  shortages  during  195^.    Trial  iniportatinns  '^f  live 
cattle  were  made  from  uexic©,  "both  as  "breeding  stock  and  for  immediate  slaughter. 
i.exicc.n  port  facilities  were  inadequate  for  the  efficient  leading  of  the  live 
fc.nimais  and  the  high  shipping  costs  resulted  in  a  less  to  the  Peruvian  importers. 
The  inadequcte  facilities  for  handling  meat  in  Peru  made  it  difficult  to  alleviste 
the  saortages  there. 

Comprehensive  changes  in  Costa  xiica' s  "basic  sanitary  and  inspection  laws 
relating  to  livestock  slaughter^  meat  production,  exports  and  imports,  were 
adopted  in  ..ugust  195^.     '-^his  legislation  was  patterned  after  the  meat  inspection 
laws  ©f  the  United  States  and  will  permit  preducts  meeting  the  inspection  standards 
to  continue  t®  "be  admitted  to  the  United  i^tates.     It  is  reperted  that  the  munici- 
pal slaughter  house  at  oan  Jose  will  not  measure  up  t®  the  nev;  standards.  Hew- 
ever,  plans  have  "been  f®rmulated  "by  the  government  far  the  financing  and  cen- 
struction  of  a  new  facility,     i.hen  it  has  "been  completed  the  old  slaughter  house 
Will  "be  condemned. 

•'.lile  cattle  num"bers  have  increased  slightly  in  ParagToay,  the  country  has 
found  it  difficult  to  suxDply  enough  "beef  for  lircal  requirements  for  several  years 
a.ia  it  will  "be  some  time  in  the  future  "before  it  can  re-esta"blish  itself  as  a 
"beef  exporter  of  any  importance.    Pasturage  is  a"bundantly  rich  in  Paraguay  and 
it  is  "believed  that  the  ccuntry  is  capa''^le  of  supporting  a  greatly  increased 
num'ber  of  livestock.     If  tne  "basic  causes  f©r  low  production  v/ere  cerrected,  it 
wsuld  "be  possi"ble  for  x^araguay  to  re-esta"hlish  itself  as  an  imp^rttnt  exoorter 
cf  "beef  products. 

The  meat  supply  situc.tion  has  "been  ®f  considera"hle  concern  for  several  years, 
due  to  the  poor  distri"bution  system,  the  government's  price  control  policy,  c-.nd 
large  weight  losses  on  cattle  durin/s  the  long  over-land  drives  from  producing 
cxi-BcxS  to  slaughter  coad  consulting  centers, 

■ihe  human  p«iJulation  in  i^araguay  has  "been  increasing  at  a  fairly  fast  rate, 
-s  late  as  19^6  meat  praducts  were  the  most  import..:nt  export  from  Paraguay,  making 
up  -aore  than  ®ne-fifth  of  the  value  of  the  export  move..ient,  "but  now  they  are  ©f 


-8- 


minor  importunce  and  the  slaughter  plt.nts  which  Tracked  fcr  the  espcrt  trade  are 
clv'sed  most  of  the  jear. 

xhe  laeat  supply  in  ..ontevideo  is  mnnop'-.lized  "by  an  off icicl  agency  v/hich 
slaughters  and  sells  meat  at  controlled  prices  to  the  open-air  markets,     Keat  is 
ungraded.    Thus  carcasses  from  old  covjs  were  the  same  as  these  frcm  yo'ong  steers, 
securing  good  >eef  is  largely  a  matter  of  luck  ©r       riiscernment  on  the  part  cf 
"buyers,    The  failure  cf  the  government  t-)  grant  price  increases  to  producers, 
in  ?rder  t^  hold  consumer  prices  in  cneck,  has  destroyed  the  incentive  of  farmers 
for  proaucing,  cattle,  while  the  "  ane  price"  system  has  destroyed  incentive  for 
improving  their  quality. 

bxiLiSx":    iMum'^er  in  Central  and  ocuth  ^jnerica 
xLverages  1936-^0  cjid  19^6-50  and 
x.nnually  1952-5^ 


C  ountry  : 

i'lonth  : 

average  : 

ctnd  : 

of  : 

__195^-2/ 

Ae^-ion  : 

ojstimate  1/  : 

19  36-40.  _  : 

1946-50  : 

1952  : 

l95_3.2/_- 

Thousands  : 

Thousands: 

'rh^t-asands  Theusanas  Taousa^c 

Gentrtil  ..iiierica  : 

G-uatemalci  : 

July  : 

273  : 

665! 

i-iexico  : 

iJec.31  1/  : 

1/^/  4,809  : 

4,900: 

5,000; 

4,800 

5,000 

ooutii  ^-jnerica  : 

ixTgentina  : 

July 

44,900 

50,000 

51,500 

55,000: 

55,500 

Bolivia  : 

Dec. 31  1/ 

a/ 

2,608  • 

3,/  4,000 

6,464 

Brazil  : 

5/ 

11 , 438 

5/  1^,^13 

1/15,391 

16,264 

Chile 

June 

i/ 

5,855 

:  6,050 

:  7,200 

;  6,500 

Col^mi^ia 

Dec. 31  1/ 

916 

-.1/  1.110 

:  1,465 

1,550 

Falkland  Islands 

6o4 

610 

584 

:  59^ 

raraguay 

:  Dec. 31  1/ 

159 

:  254 

:  200 

r'eru 

a/ 

14,900 

:!/  17,852 

:  15,904 

:  16,200 

Uruguay 

:  i  .ay 

a/- 

:  21.600 

:l/27.000 

:1/  28,500 

:  28.5^0 

estimated  Total 

ocuth  zj-merica 

100,900 

:  117.600 

:  124,500 

:  126.400. 

xjstiffioited  Total 

Central  &  oouth 

 >^.erica  l06_^iM_^^  J^2JI,  600_^JL10.,800_  112  ^5.00_  111^900 

1/  ^nd  cf  yetr  estimates  (0ct9>ier  to  Decem'ber)  included  under  follswing  year  for 
compariscns  and  totals.    Thus  for  aexic©  the  Decem'Her,  I95I  estimate  of  5,000,000 
head  is  under  1952.    2/  ir^reliminary,    2j  Census  ar  estimate  fer  single  year. 
4/  June.    5y  xi-verage  for  2  ta  4  years  only. 


Wiim"her  in  Central  and  beuth  ^erica, 
^^verages  1936-40  and  19^-50,  ^nually 
1952-5^ 


Country 
and 


:  Month  :  

:  of 

Jstimate  1/  1936-40 


Avejage  

1946-50 


Central  -uanerica 
Costa  xtica 
alii  i>alva.dor 
liuatemala 
Hondiiras 
iHezicc 
iMicaragua 

CuTia 

Ifominican  iiepu>ilic 
iJstimated  Total 
Central  ^erica 

oouth  .c^erica. 
jirgentina 
^Bolivia 
Brazil 
Chile 
ColomlDia 
Ecuador 
j?aragaay 
Peru 
Urug-uay 
Estimated  Total 
iiouth  iimerica 

JiiStimated  Total 
Central  6c  houth 
■cjnerica 


July 

July 
July 

Dec. 31  1/ 


lJec.31  1/ 


366 
680 
520 
524 

1/4/11,716 
^  800 

ll  ^3^ 
5,024 

13/  881 


Thousands 


127,200 


Thousands 


1/ 


11 


55^ 

700 
1/  900 
1/'  1,000 

13,530 
H  1,235 
1/  567 
4,500 

IL  882 


1952 


Thousands 


1,140 

15,000 

1,250 

4,440 

860 


:  21.700 

24,800 

26.600 

26.700 

27,300 

July 

a/ 

33,762 

41,150 

39,000 

41 , 000 

42 , 000 

5/ 

1,842 

1/ 

1,493 

1,650 

2,260 

40,807 

46,200 

1/ 

53,513 

'■•u 

55,854 

1/  55,900 

June 

2,489 

2,3^5 

2,293 

2,300 

Dec. 31 

1/ 

H 

8,010: 

14,148 

15,090 

13,000 

13,650 

11 

1,300. 

5/ 

1,500 

Dec. 31 

1/ 

11 

3,259: 

li 

3,890 

3,857 

11 

2,790 

3,189 

3,190: 

May; 

5/ 

8.297 

7.875 

1/ 

8,000 

1/ 

8,000 

1/  7.200 

105,500 

126, 500 

.1.3^,300 

139.400 

139,800 

...  i6Q^aoo 


1953  2 1 


Thousands 


1,175 
15,000 
1,250 

600 


195JtU  — 


Thousands 


15,500 
1,182 

4,450 


166,100:  167.100 


1/  ^nd  of  year  estimates  (Octo"ber  to  Decem'her)  included  under  following  year  for 

comparisons  and  totals.    Thus  for  Mexico  the  Decem'her  1951  estimate  of  15,000.0jO 
is  shown  under  1952,    2/    Preliminary.    1/  average  for  2  to  4  years  only, 
4/  June,    5y    Census  or  estimate  for  a  single  year. 
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HCGb:    ITuin>ier  in  Central  and  South  America,' 
Averages  1936-40  and  1946-50  and 
Annually  1952-54 


Countr;y 

ana 
xie.ccion 


Month 
cf 


Average 


Jjistimate  1/  1936~4o 


Central  ■.Jnerio.r. 
jiil  Salvador 
Guatemala 
Hondioras 
i'lexicc 
iiicaraf^a 
Cu"ba 

Domini'^an  JS-epulolic 

liStimated  Total 
Centrctl  Jiinerica 

oouth  -t^erica 
^gentina 
"Brazil 
Chile 
Colom'bia 
Jj^cuador 
jperu 
■^Jrugioay 

iistimated  Total 
oouth  ^^merica 

Estimated  I'otal 
Central  &  bouth 
^erica 


July 
July 
July 
June 

Dec. 31  1/ 

Junp. 


July 
June 

Dec. 31  1/ 


May 


Thousands 


559 
213 

235 

ll  4,965 
JlI  250 
1/  904 
3/  842 


9,000 


2j  3,674 
ll  23,224 
420 
1,572 

350 
800 


37 

3Z 


31,300 


1946-50 


Thousands 


ll 

ll 


ll 


325 
394 

364 
5,960 

250 
1,730 
1.140 


11.400 


1/ 
ll 
ll 
ll 


3,000 

24,400 
590 
2,092 
1,070 
911 
__258 


33.900 


M^300i..__45^go 


1962 


Thousands 


521 
5,500 

350 
1,286 
1.100 


12,500 


2,900 
1/27,801 
700 
2,378 

1,268 

-  259 


38.700 


51,200 


J^_5J_2^ 


Thousands 


550 

360 
2,500 


12 . 800 


2,500 
1/  30,916 

720 
2,500 

800 

1,350 

 260 


41.-^0 


54,200 


195^  2/ 


Thousands 


7,500 
2,000 


13.400 


2,000 
1/  30,000 

11  1,819 
1,390 

JX-  __2Zi. 


40.000 


J      j:,    —    ,  '  .'.  •  J  ,  j±.  ,  c'^w  .  7-r ,  c\JV>  .  53 « 400 

-na  01  year  estimates  (Octo-her  Decein>ier)  included  under  fcllovving  year  for 
c.mparis.ns  and  totals      Thus  for  Cu>.a  the  Decemto  1951  estimate  1,286,000 
IS  snown  under  I952.     2/  Preliminary.    3/  average  for  2  to  4  years  only. 
^   .-nsus  or  estimate  for  single  year.  5/  l^ig-ure  as  of  June  1954.  6/  Year  1934. 


IMsJI  1/ :    Production  in  bpecif  ied  Countries  of  Central 
and  bouth  ^^erica,  .irerages  1934-38  and  1946-50 
and  ^nnui'lly  1952-53 


Country 

:  ^xvei-ap-R 

:  Prewar 

-i^eeion 

:  1934-38 

:  1946-50 

:  1952 

■  1953 

:  Million 

:  Million 

:  Million 

Million 

Central  itmerica: 

:  Pounds 

:  Pounds 

:  Pounds 

Pounds 

jyiexico 
Guta 

:  698 
•  153 

:  1,035 
:  4l4 

:  1,156 
:  ^10 

1,096 

bouth  iimerica: 

^urgent  ina 
Brazil  gJ 
Chile 

Paraguay  : 

Uruguay 

Venezuela 

:  4,327 
:  2,330 
•  299 
233 

:  571 
:    V  135 

5,215 
2,695 
:              426  : 
230 

743 
173 

:  4,800 
:  2,928 
417 

:  172 
;  845 

189  : 

4,398 
:  3,000 
422 
170 
816 

:  183 

Total 

:          8.746  ; 

10,931 

10.917 

10,495 

 /   vj— w—  u    J.  ia.VA>^  O  ' 

2j  ..verage  of  I934  and  1938  only. 


Foreign  Trade  in  Me£.t  l/  in  Specified  Countries  of  Central 
oJid  South  .jnerica,  ..ve rages  1934-38  and  1946-50  and 
..Jinuedly  1952-53 


Country 

and 
■ttegion 


Uet  Trade^(Exports  -fc  Imports  -  ) 


Prewar  .  -^yera^es 


1934-38 
Miliion" 


1946-50 


Central  ^jnerica: 

Mexico 

Cuba 
South  ^erica: 

.-rgentina 

Brazil 

Chile 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 

Venezuela 
Tfttal 


Pounds 


+ 
+ 

+ 


1 
7 

1,460 
£11 

21 
16 
324 

 3- 


_+  2,021 


Million' 
Pounds 


56 
24 

1,309 
132 
12 
41 
236 
18 


 1952 

Million 

Pounds 


+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 


2J 


+ 
+ 
+ 


115 

42 

646 

7 
1 

5 

176 

_12_ 
882 


i^M-  

l»4illion 
Pounds 


+ 


+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 


39 


725 
1 

3 

3 

191 
16 


 ,  +    1 , 744 

ly  ^11  meats  converted  to  a  cErcass  weight  equivalent  -  includes  heef  and  vec.l, 
pork,  mutton  and  Icaab,  goat  and  horse  meat;  excludes  live  animals,  edil)le 
cffal,  lard,  raTD"bit  and  pcultry  meat,    2/  Prelnminary,    37  Based  on  imparts 
in  receiving  countries  reporting  imports  l)y  «rigin. 


